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Israel-’s Tunisian Raid

NASHINGTON POST
7 October 1985

Termed Costly to U.S.

" By Jonathan C. Randal
Washington Post Foreign Service
TUNIS—Israel's ‘air attack on
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion- headquarters in Tunisia on
Tuesday, say western and Arab an-

actions by Tel Aviv NEWS

that have cost - the | anavysis
- United States—as - Is-
rael’s chief supporter—mfluence
over -the years among even the
more pro-American states of - the
region.

" “The raid against the PLO was
militarily a success,” said a long-
time Middle East specialist, “but a
pohtlcal disaster for the Umted
States.”

U.S. and Israeli policy, Washing-
ton’s influence in the Arab world

latest air raid and these previous
events:

raeli_aircraft destroyed Irag’s nu-

- clear reactor near Baghdad despite

the presence of U.S. Air Force elec-

- tronic_surveillance aircraft operat-

" ing along their flight path.

® In Lebanon; the Israeli invasion
of 1982 led to the involvement of
U.S. marines, who then became
mired in the violence of Lebanese
- politics and later had to be with-
drawn.

In both these cases, rightly or
wrongly, many moderate Arabs ac-
cuse the United States of failing to
crack down on its Israeli ally, thus

“bringing into question more than
ever their own political and military
reliance on the United States.’

The analysts also cite a related
case, not involving any military at-
tack, last April when president
Jaafar Nimeri of Sudan was over-
thrown in part because he helped

Je’wg out ‘of Sudan to Israel. I‘{i-

alysts here, is another example of

These diplomats and analysts say
that whatever the pros and cons of -

has been waning in tandém with the -

a In June 1981, U. S-supphed Is-

the United States fly Ethiopian .

Trend of Erodmg Inﬂuence Seen in Region

_.MErr's successors are currently
conductmg public_trials of his lieu-
tenants involved in the exodus, to-
ashington’s embarrassment. -
In the latest incident, President -
Reagan has added what many cit-
"izens of Tunisia, a consistently pro-
American country, describe as in-
sult to the injury by appearmg to
condone publicly the Israeli air raid -
as a legitimate act of self-defense.
They point out that Western Euro-
pean govemments have roundly

condemned it, and the State De-
partment sought in a statement’
Wednesday to moderate Reagan’s"
initial statement of support. '
[A .foreign service officer in"
Tunis said many officials in the.U.S. :
AID mission there were so dis-
mayed by. Reagan’s statement.;
Tuesday that “they want to quit or+
retire.” 0
[The AID official, who initiated -
the phone interview but asked not
to be identified by name, said Rea- .
gan “put us in danger by his state- ,
ment, which was stupidly worded. If
loss of U.S. life occurred here, it.

. would be his fault.” The official said

the AID mission spent 3% hours on
the roof burning documents be-
cause “we didn’t know what would
happen.” Noting that Tunisians
seemed convinced of U.S. complic-
ity in the raid, the official said, “On
the basis of lnformauon available
publicly, I would say the United
States did know about the raid” be-
forehand.]

The perception that Reagan con-
doned the raid has shocked many
Tunisians, who long have consid-
ered the United States as a bulwark
protecting them from the threat of
foreign aggression.’

-Since -Tunisian mdependence
from France in 1956, that relation-
ship has meant Tunis has stood up
to various pressures, and most re-
cently to threats from neighboring
Libya. Habib Bourguiba, at 82, pre-
sides over a country that has been

disturbed by serious violence in
three of the past seven years and
faces an uncertain successxon after
his long rule,

Symptomatic of the anti-Amer-

_ican mood here was a call from the
- political opposition—ranging from

communists and moderate social
democrats to Moslem fundamental-
ists—to break off diplomatic rela-
tions with Washington.

With Tunisia playing host to both
the 21-nation Arab League and Yas-
ser Arafat’s wing of the divided Pal-
estinian  nationalist movement,

many Tunisians have concluded™

that the raid' was intended to tor-

" pedo the stalled peace -initiative

launched in February by the PLO
leader and King Hussein of Jordan.

. In this view, a key objective was
to discourage the Reagan adminis-
tration from meeting a joint Pales-
tinian-Jordanian delegation as a first
step in that peace process.

Arab ' analysts here contended
that anti-Arafat Palestinians were
responsible for the Sept. 24 killing
of three Israelis in Cyprus, which
was the Israel’s government’s of-
ficial justification for the raid.

These Arabs noted as a prece-
dent the shooting of Israeli Ambas-
sador Shiomo Argov in London in
June 1982 by anti-Arafat gunmen.
That attack served to justify Is-
rael’s invasion of Lebanon to drive
out the PLO.
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